TREATIES, ENGAGEMENTS, AND SANADS

RELATING TO THE

STATES IN RAJPUTANA.

INTRODUCTION.

THE policy of non-interference which was introduced by Lord  Corn-
wallis at the beginning of the nineteenth century left the States of Central
India and  Rajputana a  prey  to the Pindari freebooters, who gained in
strength as the Maratha power decayed.   They soon ventured to extend
their  depredations  into  British  territory.    No line of  defence  and  no
disposition of troops could protect the country from their incursions under
the system of warfare which they pursued, and Government was therefore
led to form a general system of political alliances for the entire suppression
of the Pindaris.   The Treaty of 1817 with Sindhia removed the restriction
which had been placed upon the formation of alliances between the British
Government and the Rajput States, and left Government free to  enter on
new relations with  them.    The  object of the treaties to be formed with
them was the establishment of a barrier against the predatory system,  and
against the extension of the power of Sindhia or Holkar beyond the limits
which Government designed to impose on it by other measures.    It was
not at that time proposed to acquire the power of exercising any interfer-
ence in the  internal administration of the Rajput States j but to subject
only their political measures and external relations to the  control  of the
* British  Government; to secure to Sindhia and Holkar the tribute payable
to them in the event of their entering into the policy of the British Govern-
ment; and to secure to the British Government such pecuniary aid as might
be adapted to the means of the several States, in  order   to  indemnify the
British Government for the charges incidental to the obligation of protect-
ing them.

Arrangements on this principle were made with the States of Udaipur,
Jaipur, Jodhpur, Kotah, Bundi, Karauli, Banswara, Dungarpur, and
Kishangarh; and the relations of Government with the more distant States of
Jaisalnler and Bikaner were improved, but were on a less intimate foot-
ing.